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Westminster United Church 
1680 Dougall Avenue, 
Windsor, ON    N8X 1S3 
Tel: 519-258-1471 
Email: westmin@mnsi.net 
Website: https://www.westminsterunited.org  
  
 January 7, 2024 – The First Sunday of Epiphany  
 
Pianist/Accompanist: Michael Oddy 
Song Leaders & Soloist: Brian Stock 
Singing Bowl: Wilma Stewart/Sandi McDonald 
Reader: Doug Burt 
Audio-Visual: Norm Barnoff, Jeanne Stocks;  
YouTube Editor, Harold Barnoff 
Property: Garry Derbowka 
Bulletin: Rose Barkhouse 
Minister: Rev. Del Stewart 
 
Worship and Celebration: In-person, Zoom-church and YouTube 
 
*indicates please stand, if able 
 
Gathering Music 
 
Acknowledgement of Territory 
  
Westminster United Church sits on the traditional territory of the 
Three Fires Confederacy of First Nations, which includes the 
Ojibwa, the Odawa, and the Potawatomie. We respect the 
longstanding relationships with First Nations people in this place 
in the100-mile Windsor-Essex Peninsula and the straits – les 
detroits – of Detroit.   
 

mailto:westmin@mnsi.net
https://www.westminsterunited.org/
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Welcome and Announcements 
 
Westminster’s Mission Statement  
  
Westminster United Church is an inclusive church for Progressive 
Christians... 
creating something beautiful for God. 
 
ENTRY INTO WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION (Nancy C. 
Townley, Epiphany Sunday, https://www.ministrymatters.com, 
adapted) - Responsive 
 
Min: Darkness is banished! 
 
People: God‟s light has come to us! 
 
Min: The brightness of the Star leads us! 
 
People: We come to celebrate God‟s abiding love! 
 
Min: Glory be to God in the highest!  
 
Quiet Reflection 
 
Min: Led by the star, wise astrologers came to pay homage. 
 
People: We, too, come seeking the infant Jesus. 
 
Min: Come! Arise! The light has come. 
 
People: God‟s light of love is shining upon us... 
 
The singing bowl is sounded three times 
 
 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/
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Words of Awareness (COCU8C.EpiphanyC | 
pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au, adapted) - Responsive 
 
Min: Wise astrologers, having braved distance and desert to find 
Jesus, allowed light to be their guide. 
And it is still the light that calls us to God whose presence is with 
us now:  
the light of beauty that whispers its truth in surprising ways and 
places;  
the light that seeks to shine within us, and through us to the dark 
corners of the world;  
the light of joy that glows even in the darkness of grief and 
suffering. 
 
People: O God, lead us now and always into your marvelous light. 
 
Opening Prayer (COCU8C.EpiphanyC | 
pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au, adapted) – Min 
 
Loving God, who breaks through the darkness of doubt and 
despair, be with us this day as we hear of the visit of the Wise 
Ones, who risked everything to follow the Star. Let us open our 
minds, our hearts and our lives so that we too might be willing to 
risk receiving the gift of gracious love offered to us in and through 
Jesus of Nazareth. In his name we pray. Amen.  
 
 *Opening Hymn:  VU 87, I Am the Light of the World 
 
An Epiphany Meditation 
 
“Seeing God” – a poem by Brother Jonathan Gardner - Mi 
 
I saw God today as I left the train. 
A teenager helped a stranger carry a shopping bag. 
He took the strain. 

https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=5610
https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=5610
https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=5610
https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=5610
https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=5610
https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=5610
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I saw God today, as I walked into the mall. 
I saw a beggar get coffee from a man, and some bread. 
He was there when that homeless guy needed a pal. 
 
I saw God today, as I walked out of the post office. 
There was an argument between two women in the street. 
A third intervened, and all was at peace. 
 
I saw God today, as I watched a house ablaze on the tv news, the 
situation dire. 
They said a young boy, a hero, had dashed in and rescued a 
baby. 
And saved her from certain death in that huge fire. 
 
I saw God today. A neighbour was lonely and needed to speak. 
And someone took the time to stop and listen. 
And share some pastries, and give them a break. 
 
I saw God today, as I rented a car. 
The person behind the counter was as polite as could be. 
They smiled, took an interest, and lifted my spirits. 
 
I saw God today, he was hungry and lame. 
And as I walked by he gave me a look. 
And he said, “Be different, don‟t be the same 
as others who pass me by.” 
Can you help? 
 
Did you see God today? 
God is the stranger, the mundane and the person in need. 
God is in the helper, the advisor, the one who will intercede. 
And God‟s there for you, in the „other”... in the other person, 
indeed.  
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God in a thousand situations, daily I see. 
Sometimes in giving, sometimes in need.  
But God‟s the One who said,  
“For what you did to the least of these, you did to me.”  
 
Hymn:  VU 96, Will You Come and See the Light 
 
An Affirmation of Faith (Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding 
Light, https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au, adapted) – 
Responsive 
 
Min: We believe in the God of grace. 
 
People: We follow the Teacher of Love. 
 
Min: We live by the Spirit of Mercy and Compassion. 
 
People: We trust God‟s healing of the world. 
 
Min: When people spread fear and division,  
when evil, injustice and oppression thrive,  
no political revolution, program or platform will save us,  
 
People: but only a people transformed by grace and light,  
and a bold and sustained outbreak of gentleness. 
 
Min: We will stand up to cynicism, hate and indifference,  
and blanket this world with compassion, calm, and mercy. 
We will proclaim truth against all resistance.  
 
People: We will meet fear and hate with healing. 
 
Min: We will obstruct the progress of injustice with our prayers, 
our words, and our bodies.  
 

https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/
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People: We will infest the world with grace and love. 
 
Min: We pray for open hearts and a spirit of deep listening. 
 
People: We pray for courage to enter the wounds of the world;  
 
Min: We pray for a spirit of peace to face violence with non-
violence; for patience to answer darkness with light. 
 
People: We pray for humility to offer ourselves as the first to be 
changed. 
 
Min: We pray for one another, for we are One Body. 
 
People: We devote ourselves to sacrifice and discipline. 
 
Min: Giving thanks for the great spirit of grace already breathing 
inside us, already rising, 
 
People: in hope and love, as the gentle people of God, we go 
forth. 
 
Min: Amen and Amen.  
 
Solo: Brian Stocks 
 
READINGS (Doug Burt) 
 
From the Hebrew Scriptures 
 
Psalm: Psalm 72, VU p. 790 – Responsive 
 
Isaiah 60:1-6 (Inclusive Bible) 
 
“Arise, shine, for your light has come! 
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 the glory of Yahweh is shining upon you! 
 
Though darkness still covers the earth  
and dense clouds enshroud the peoples,  
upon you Yahweh now dawns,  
and God‟s glory will be seen among you! 
 
The nations will come to your light  
and the leaders to your bright dawn! 
 
Lift up your eyes, and look around:  
they‟re all gathering and coming to you –  
your daughters and your sons  
journey from afar, escorted in safety:  
 
you‟ll see them and beam with joy,  
your heart will swell with pride. 
The riches of the sea will flow to you,  
and the wealth of the nations will come to you –  
 
camel caravans will cover your roads,  
the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah;  
everyone in Sheba will come,  
bringing gold and incense and singing the praise of Yahweh. 
 
From the New Testament  
 
Matthew 2: 1- 18 (Inclusive Bible) 
 
After Jesus‟ birth – which happened in Bethlehem of Judea, 
during the reign of Herod – astrologers from the East arrived in 
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the newborn ruler of the Jews? 
We observed his star at its rising and have come to pay homage.” 
At this news Herod became greatly disturbed, as did all of 
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Jerusalem. Summoning all the chief priests and religious scholars 
of the people, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 
 
“In Bethlehem of Judea”, they informed him. “Here is what the 
prophet has written: 
 
„And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah,  
are by no means among the least of the leaders of Judah,  
since from you will come a ruler   
who is the shepherd of my people Israel.‟ “ 
 
Herod called the astrologers aside and found out from them the 
exact time of the star‟s appearance. Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, after having instructed them, “Go and get detailed 
information about the child. When you have found him, report 
back to me – so that I may go and offer homage too.”  
 
After their audience with the ruler, they set out. The star which 
they had observed at its rising went ahead of them until it came to 
a standstill over the place where they child lay. They were 
overjoyed at seeing the star and, upon entering the house, found 
the child with Mary, his mother. They prostrated themselves and 
paid homage. Then they opened their coffers and presented the 
child with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 
They were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, so they went 
back to their country by another route. 
 
After the astrologers had left, the angel of God suddenly 
appeared to Joseph in a dream with the command, “Get up, take 
the child and his mother and flee to Egypt. Stay there until I tell 
you otherwise. Herod is searching for the child to destroy him.” 
Joseph got up, awakened Jesus and Mary, and they left that night 
for Egypt. They stayed there until the death of Herod, to fulfill 
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what God had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I have 
called my Own.” 
 
Herod became furious when he realized the astrologers had 
outwitted him. He gave orders to kill all male children that were 
two years old or younger living in and around Bethlehem. The age 
of the children was based on the date Herod had learned from the 
astrologers.  
 
Then what was spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was 
fulfilled: 
 
“A voice was heard in Ramah  
sobbing and lamenting loudly:  
it was Rachel weeping for her children;   
for they were no more.” 
 
A Contemporary Reading 
 
“Slaughter of the Innocents” – a (second) poem (today) by 
Brother Jonathan Gardner based on Matthew 2:16-18 
 
A voice is heard in Ramah and abroad. 
Great weeping and wailing is heard. 
For the actions of a few, have caused distress. 
 
Rachel is crying for her children.  
Killed. She cannot be comforted, she is beyond remorse. 
Because they are no more. 
 
Herod‟s „spirit‟ lives on. 
How long? 
How long must we endure the slaughter of the innoncents?  
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Reflections on Today’s Readings 
  
May these words bless us, 
and may our words be a blessing to others. 
 
Centering 
 
Let us now prayerfully center our hearts, our minds and our lives   
as we listen to this musical meditation played by Westminster‟s 
pianist, Michael Oddy... 
 
Musical Meditation (Michael Oddy) 
 
Sermon: Keeping Herod in Christmas (Rev. Del Stewart) 
 
*Hymn: VU 79, Arise, Your Light Is Come 
 
“An Epiphany Prayer” (https://progressivechristianity.org, 
adapted) - Min 
 
O God of Light and Life: we are thankful that you illumine our dark 
places and bring joy to our bright places. 
 
Beauty and grace abound as we‟re made aware of your presence 
in our waking, eating, working, playing and resting. 
 
Your Spirit encourages us to hope, entices us to trust, and 
emboldens us to love so that we might create and keep the peace 
that you desire to come alive within us, between us, and among 
us.  
 
Inspire us to be light and life to all we meet,  
both near and far, family and foe, friend and stranger – for we are 
all your beloved children and siblings of one another... 
 

https://progressivechristianity.org/
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Silent prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer - Unison 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day, our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
  
THE OFFERING 
 
Invitation (Michael Hall, https://www.uua.org, adapted) 
 
Come now, and kneel before the child who lay beneath the Star of 
Bethlehem. 
Like the magi, bring all that you are, and all that you have. 
Offer your gifts in wonder and surprise and awe. 
 
*Offertory Hymn: VU 537, Your Work, O God, Needs Many 
Hands 
 
*Presentation of the Offering 
  
*Offertory Prayer: (Carol Penner, 
https://carolpenner.typepad.com, adapted) 
 

https://www.uua.org/
https://carolpenner.typepad.com/
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O God, we worship you with our words and our songs, and we 
praise you with our money. Everything we have is yours, and 
these gifts and offerings are signs of your kingdom to come on 
earth as it is in heaven. Amen.  
 
*Closing Hymn:  VU 81, As With Gladness... 
 
*Parting Words (https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au,adapted) –
Min 
 
The time has come for us to leave this place made sacred by our 
presence.  
As you depart remember that – 
Epiphany is an unveiling, a manifestation, an eye-opener, a 
revelation of the God of Jesus,  
and in Jesus we‟re blessed with a remarkable epiphany. 
So, let us go our separate ways, carrying the light of that 
revelation into every shady situation and every dark corner...  
 
The singing bowl is sounded three times 
 
*Blessing (https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au, adapted) – Min 
 
May the love of God embrace you, the Way of Jesus challenge 
you, and the wisdom of the Spirit renew you... 
 
*Choral Response: VU 967, Amen 
 
Musical Postlude:  - Michael Oddy 
 

https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au,adapted/
https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/

